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IRELAND. 



CRIMINAL TABLES FOR THE YEAR 1816. 



Explanations and Calculations with reference to the accompanying Tables. 



The following Tables are compiled from Returns made to the Local Inspectors 
of the Gaols by the Clerks of the Crown and Peace, pursuant to 7 Geo. IV., chap. 
74; and, being compared with the records of each gaol, furnish a statement of 
the amount of crime in the respective counties in Ireland, as shown by the 
number of persons committed for trial during the year 1846. 

Tables have also been prepared, showing for each county separately the sex 
of the persons committed, their age, and degree of instruction, so far as these 
particulars can be ascertained. 

Summaries are annexed, showing at one view the total number of persons 
committed for trial or bailed in each county in Ireland collectively, the descrip- 
tion of offence with which charged, and the result of the proceedings. 

After recording for the last seven years an almost uninterrupted diminution 
in the number of the committals, the Criminal Tables for the past year, as 
compared with those of preceding years, show a considerable increase; the 
total number of committals for 1846 being 18,492, or an increase of 10-75 
per cent. 

Gross number of committals for the years 

1840. 1841. 1842. 1843. 1844. 1845. 184G. 

23,831 20,796 21,186 20,126 19,448 16,696 18,492 

In Class No. 1, “ Offences against the person with violence,” the number of 
committals was 5,110, being an increase of 5-86|per cent. 

In Class No. 2, “ Offences against property wit n violence” an increase of 16-63 
per cent, has occurred; the numbers in that class for the past year being 
1,297. 

In Class No. 3, “ Offences against property without violence, the committals 
have amounted to 6,603, showing an increase in that class of 917, or 16 12 
per cent. 

No. 4, “Malicious offences against property,” is the only class showing any 
decrease; and the numbers of this description of crime are diminished at the 
rate of 11*57 per cent.; the committals for 1846 amounting to 191, or 11 57 
per cent. 

a 2 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




4 



In Class No. 5, “Forgeries and offences against the currency,” there has been 
an increase of 7 , or about 15-11 per cent. 

Class No. 6, “ Miscellaneous offences,” shows an increase also of 8 - 87 per cent., 
the numbers for the last year being 5,192, or a difference, as compared with 
the preceding year, of 423 committals. 



Table showing the Increase and Decrease of Committals for the yoars 1845 and 1846, arranged 
according to classes. 



Class. 


1845. 


1848. 


Increase. | 


Decrease. 


Per cent. 


1. Offences against tbe person with violence, . 


4,827 


5,110 


283 




5-86 


2. Offences against property with, violence, 


1,112 


1,297 


185 




16-63 


3. Offences against property without violence. 


5,686 


6,603 


917 




16-12 


4. Malicious offences against property, . 


216 


191 


_ 


25 


11-57 


5. forgeries and offences against tbe currency, - 


86 


99 


13 






6. Miscellaneous offences, .... 


4,769 


5,192 


423 


- i 


S-87 



Gross increase on the year 1846, as compared with 1845, 1,796, or 10-75 
per cent. 

Considered as to the character of the offence, the Commitments in the past 
year appear also in an unfavourable light. In Class 1, under the crime of 
Murder, there has been an increase of 6-52 per cent. ; the numbers charged 
with this offence for 1846 being 98 ; of these, upon trial, 86 were acquitted 
and discharged. 

Numbers committed for Murder during the last seven years : 



1840. 1841. 1842. 1843. 

120 189 101 



1045. 1848. 

129 92 98 



Under the head of “Attempts to murder, attended with dangerous bodily 
“jury.” a considerable increase has occurred, amounting to 34 committals, or 
nearly 63 per cent.; while the committals under “ Assaults,” which comprise 
malicious and other assaults of a serious character, have been increased from 
3,851 to 4,090, or 6-20 per cent. The “Assaults on Peace Officers” also show 
an increase of 23-46 per cent. 

The crime of “Shooting at,” &c„ which, on referring to the averages of the 
preceding four years, will be seen to have increased, appears during the past year 
to have decreased at the rate of 13-69 per cent. Numbers committed for 
Shooting at, &c., during the last five years: — 



1842. 1843. 1844. 

69 57 63 



1845. 

73 



1848. 

63 



The committals for “Manslaughter” amount to 234, and show a decrease 
ot 4-87 per cent. 

eommhtk agai “ St P r0 P er V’ committed with violence,” the 

" “ f r , ” S “ 7 haTa * nerease d to 105, or 17-97 per cent. ; while the 
committals for Breaking into dwelling-houses” have increased from 1 to 14 . 

verv cTvi ,,° ll . llery ° f ar “ s ’" and “ Assaults with intent to rob,” all show a 
very considerable increase, viz.: 



Robbery, 

Robbery of arms, 

Assaults with intent to rob, 



55-38 per cent. 
105-5 „ 

104- 
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The crime of “ Taking and holding forcible possession” again shows a 
further increase of 5-97 per cent., or an excess of 877 per cent, on that offence 
in 1845. 

In “ Cattle-stealing,” comprising all descriptions of that crime, the increase has 
been very considerable, amounting to 104 committals, or 36-36 per cent. ; while 
“Simple Larceny” has been increased 14-99 per cent., the number for 1846 
being 5,445. 

Class No. 3, includes also “ Misdemeanors with intent to steal ;” and under this 
description of offence there has been an excess of 78 committals, or 123-8 per cent. 

“Receiving stolen Goods” and “Frauds” show also an increase — in the former 
of 8-26 per cent., in the latter of 177 per cent. 

Class No. 4, in cases of “ Arson” there has been a decrease of 90-34 per cent.; 
while the committals for “Attacking and Injuring Dwelling-houses and Lands” 
are nearly identical with those of the preceding year. 

In “ Forgery” there appears to be but little difference in the number of com- 
mittals; while the excess in this Class, No. 5 , arises principally from “ Counter- 
feiting gold and silver coin,” which shows an increase of 300 per cent. 

The increase which appears in Class No. 6, has arisen principally under “ Riot 
and Breach of the Peace,” under which head there has been an increase of 34-84 
per cent. 

It is worthy of remark that the offence of “ Rescuing prisoners,” as shown by 
the committals in this class, has been decreased from 83 to 11 committals. 

The total numbers convicted during the last year were 8,639 ; of those there 
were : — 



Sentenced to Death, ..... 


14 


. „ Transportation for life, 


49 


„ 14 years, 


29 


„ „ 7 years, 


. 504 


„ „ other periods, . 


. 121 


„ Imprisonment for 3 years, 


3 


„ „ 2 years, 


. 193 


„ „ 1 year, . 


. 758 


„ „ 6 months and under, 


. 4,897 


Pined and discharged, &c., .... 


. 1,852 


Sentence respited, ..... 


. 219 

8,639 


The total number acquitted and discharged amounted to 9 


853. 


Not guilty on trial, . • 


. 4,644 


No hills found, . . ' . 


. 3,145 


No prosecution, • 


. 1,985 


Bailed, and not tried, . 


48 


Insane, . . • 


31 




9,853 


Grand Total, 


18,492 


Of the 14 capital sentences passed, 7 were executed ; these took place in Tip- 


perary, Longford, and Westmeath. Five were commuted to transportation for 


life, 1 to 12 months’ imprisonment, and 1 ’respited for 


the opinion of the 



twelve judges. • 
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Sentences passed in eaclx of the last six years. 



Sentences. 


1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 


1845. 


1846. 


Death, 


40 


25 


16 


20 


13 




Transported for life, 


25 


29 


39 


45 


39 




„ for 15 or 14 years, 


31 


44 


24 


16 


14 




„ for 10 years, 


- 


- 


- 


_ 






„ for / years, 


643 


677 


4S2 


526 


428 




„ for other periods, . 


165 


211 


158 


113 


134 




Imprisoned above 3 years, 


_ 


_ 


_ 








„ 3 years and above 2 years, 


3 


6 


3 


2 






„ 2 years and above 1 year, 


134 


127 


140 


107 


115 




„ 1 year and above 6 months. 


598 


662 


571 


539 


534 




„ 6 months and under. 


5,624 


5,973 


5,282 


4,842 


4,347 




Fined or discharged, &c. . 


1,815 


1,878 


1,554 


1,738 


l’349 




Sentence respited, .... 


209 


232 


351 


94 


128 


219 



The Proportion of Convictions to Acquittals during the past year has been as 
4671 to 53-28. 



Comparative Table, showing the number of Convictions and Acquittals for seven years, with tho rate 
per cent, of eacli on tlxe whole number of Offences. 



Yea as. 


Convicted. 


Acquitted. 


Total. 


Rato per cont. 




Convicted. 


Acquitted. 


1340, . 

1841, . 

1842, . 

1843, . 

1844, . . - . 

1S45, . 

184G, . 


11,194 

9,271 

9,874 

8,620 

8,042 

7,101 

8,639 


12,639 

11,525 

11,312 

11,506 

11,406 

9,595 

9,853 


23,831 

20,796 

21,186 

20,126 

19,448 

16,696 

18,492 


46-97 

44-53 

41- 88 

42- 83 

41- 13 

42- 53 
46-71 


53-03 
55-47 
58 12 

57- 17 

58- 87 
57-46 
53-28 



Considered as to the classes of crime, the following are the results : 

Clnss. 

1. Offences against person, 

2. Offences against property, with violence, 

3. Offences against property, without violence, 

4. Malicious offences against property, 

5 . Forgery, and offences against currency, 

G. Miscellaneous offences. 

The Returns as to the state of Instruction, show a decrease iu the number of 
instructed offenders. 



Convicted. 


Acquitted. 


42-77 


. 57-22 


38-77 


. 01-21 


56-52 


. 43-47 


19-37 


80-G2 


52-52 


. 47-47 


41- 


. 78-25 



Number of Peesons committed in 1844 



10-14. 



Head and write, ... 


4,848 


Dead only, ... 


2,584 


Neither read nor write. 


5,885 


Instruction could not be ascertained, 


6,131 



1845, .and their State of Instruction. 



Per cent. 


1845. 


Per cent. 


1846. 


Percent. 


24-92 


4,404 


. 26-37 


4,700 


. 25-41 


13-28 


2,189 


. 13-11 


2,312 


. 12-5 


30-25 


5,297 


• 31-72 


6,243 


. 33-75 


31-5 


4,806 


• 28-78 


5,237 


. 28-32 



Table showing the Age of Persons 



Aged at and under 16, 




„ 21, 




„ 30, 




„ 40, 




» 50, 




„ 60, 




Above CO, 




Age could not be ascertained, 


Total, 





committed during the years 1844, 1845, and 1846. 

1044 - 1045. 1846. 



959 . 


. 878 . 


. 1,007 


2,851 . 


. 2,470 . 


. 2,824 


5,332 . 


. 4,589 . 


. 5,346 


2,447 . 


. 2,132 . 


. 2,333 


. 1,141 • 


. 1,139 . 


. 1,094 


475 . 


. 480 . 


527 


223 . 


• 203 . 


185 


0,020 . 


. 4,805 . 


. 5,176 


19,448 . 


. 16,696 . 


. 18,492 
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Return or Committals, distinguishing those at and. under tlie Age of 16, for following years. 



Years. 






Total Number of Committals. 




Under Ago of 16. 


1840, 






. 23,833 . 




. 1,54 5, or 6 '48 per cent. 


1841, 






. 20,796 . 




. 1,459, or 7-01 „ 


1S42, 






. 21,186 . 




. 1,156, or 5 - 45 „ 


1843, 






. 20,126 . 




830, or 412 „ 


1844, 






. 19,448 . 




959, or 4-93 „ 


1845, 






. 16,696 . 




878, or 5-25 „ 


1846, 






. IS, 492 . 




. 1,007, or 5-44 ., 



Tlie number of unascertained cases, as to age and instruction, is still very 
considerable, amounting to about 28 per cent. 

The summary convictions, brought before Magistrates at Petty Sessions, 
amount to 16,695, being a decrease of ■i’GG per cent, on preceding year. 

Cases brought forward at Pettit Sessions for following years. 

1841. 181-2. 1843. 1844. 1845. 1816. 

13,117 17,009 IS, 848 18,877 17,512 1G,095 

The Committals to the County Gaols and Bridewells for drunkenness, under 
the Act 6 & 7 Wm. IV., cap. 38, have increased at the rate of 5-46 per cent., 
viz. : — 





1041. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 


1845. 


1846. 


County Gaols, 


. 12,051 . 


. 10,098 


. 10,985 


. 12,287 , 


. 12,331 , 


. 13,035 


Bridewells, . 


. 16,598 . 


7,298 . 


. 9,477 , 


. 12,075 . 


9,745 . 


, 10,247 




28,649 


17,396 


20,462 


24,362 


22,076 


23,282 



Chief Secretary's Office, Dublin Castle, 
February, 1847. 
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ABSTRACT of CRIME IN IRELAND, 1846. 



COUNTIES. 


I. 

Number of 
and Quarter Ses- 


2. 

Summary Convic- 


3. 

Number committed for Drunkenness 
under 6 Si 7 Win. IV., cap. 38. 


brought before 
Magistrates. 


County Gaols. 


Bridewells. 


ANTRIM - 


509 


84 


28 


490 


Armagh ------ 


452 


162 


237 


317 


Carlo xr ------ 


344 


202 


208 


- 


Cavan 


415 


231 


120 


128 


Clare ...... 


597 


175 


43 


172 


Cork - 


1,852 


835 


48 


2,921 


City ------ 


401 


325 


- 


- 


Donegal ------ 


391 


173 


8 


47 


Down ------- 


496 


258 


130 


255 


Dublin ------ 


332 , 


812 


450 


- 


City" 


1,550 


6,865 


5,341 


- 


Fermanagh ------ 


237 


127 


84 


- 


Galway ------ 


607 


368 


651 


664 


Town ----- 


54 


276 


267 


- 


Kerry ------ 


787 


382 


61 


448 


kildabe ; 


| 204 


219 


201 




Kilkenny - - - - 


276 


79 


36 


224 


City ----- 


73 


96 


860 


- 


Kino’s County ----- 


465 


188 


164 


- 


Leitrim - .... - 


344 


136 


171 


103 


Limerick ------ 


770 


221 


95 


715 


City 


111 


459 


697 


- 


Londonderry .... - 


326 


152 


334 


39 


Lonceord ------ 


232 


402 


174 


- 


Louth ------ 


216 


97 


210 


146 


Drogheda - - - - 


50 


12 


264 


- 


Mayo ------- 


892 


552 


61 


130 


Meath ... - 


264 


178 


42 


- 


Monaghan ------ 


275 


87 


29 


32S 


Queen’s County ----- 


408 


253 


102 


78 


Roscommon ------ 


580 


135 


39 


285 


Sligo ------- 


478 


188 


27 


12 


m f North Riding 


j 1,565 


834 


1,049 


1,752 


Tyrone ------ 


440 


151 


60 


90 


Waterford ------ 


466 


84 


21 


256 


City ... - 


128 


256 


406 


- 


Westmeath - - - - - 


307 


153 


167 


134 


Wexford - - - - . - 


298 


282 


107 


513 


WlCKinvr 


300 


206 


45 


- 


Total, . - . 


18,492 


16,695 


13,035 

23 


10,247 

,282 



* B 
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COUNTY OF OABLOW. 



COUNTY OF CARLOW. 
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COUNTY OF GLASS. 



' PERSONS RETURNED by the CLERKS of the CROWN and PEACE. 
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COUNTY OF THE CITY OF CORK. 




PERSONS RETURNED 



CROWN and PEACE. 



! CLERKS . 






GRAND TOTAL. 
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COUNTY OF DONEGAL. 




PERSONS RETURNED 



CROWN anil PEACE. 



GRAND TOTAL. 
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COUNTY OF DUBLIN. 



"tABLE flowing tlio AGS ami SEX of PERSONS RETURNED bylho CLERKS of the CROWN and PEACE. 
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COUNTY OF FERMANAGH. 



»7* Oeokok IV., Cha^e77l7i^~^ 



.ota and 

letalned. DISCHARGED. | “’"uaj. 



tatiox. Whi pping, Fine, &c. iggl . I Ig, 1 

1 1 u rim * in i la s i ! 



commotatioxT~* 
M iiT-iiT-i 



pi. ij.iJHiii.L4i! 1 null i mmd 

IWi i y i,i will umkm 



g ■; Breaking into ^8l»ps. Warehou, 



8. S Larceny, to the value offs, In Dwellln 
2 5 Weeny, from the Person 

il sssajr* • : : 

.= ^ Larceny. from Shop 
g, 3 Stealing Trom Vessels In Port or to Rlvi 
Plundering Wrecked Vessels, &c. 

S S IJMjJnf from^Bleach Green ^ ^ . 



f Arson (Capltall 

i Setting Fire to House, Warohoos 
Setting Fire to Crops, Plantation, 



3 §■ Attempt to commit A 
•S^; lElot. and feloniously 



[_= I ^ [4j_^I 4[4 4|4[4 4uj4]4^-^ f ;j =1 = 






l EB. - i7 i » ~iyr|~y * Pn rri » r - j - 1 »» 1 « 



s r Forcing St uttering Forged WHH& Powers or Attor. 

M , ney for Transfer or Slock or llecelpl of Dividends 

^ __ I Forgery of Stamps and uttering 



£ .£ Riot. Breach of Peace, and Pound Brrach 
^ ^ Rescue, and refusing to aid Peace OQlcera . 
O-S Keeping Disorderly Houses 
^ Vagrancy ..... 

Indecently Exposing the Person 
2 Felonies, not included in the above denominate 
LMisdcmconors, not Included in the above denoinii 



F -r- 1 - ~ - 



-M hjjj y » » i - 1 - 1 oi 1-1 TT-1 - 

'' 13 l r Fi'l°l °FFh -I -hi ffl°M~ T lrF -i -l - - 



under the Act 0" & 7“ Wm. IV., Chap. 3: 
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COUNTY OF THE TOWN OF GALWAY. 

of PERSONS RETURNED by the CLERKS of the CROWS and PE, 
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COUNTY OF KERRY. 
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COUNTY OF KILDARE (Naas Gaol). 



TABLE showing the AGE and SEX of PERSONS RETURNED by the CLERKS of the CROWN and PEACE. 





COUNTY OF KILKENNY. 



■PERSONS RETURNED by the CLERKS of the CROWN and PEACE 
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FREES 




KING’S COUNTY. 



•PERSONS RETURNED br the CLERKS of the CROWN and PEACE. 
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COUNTY OF LIMERICK. 






Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 







COUNTY OF LONDONDERRY. 






COUNTY OF LONGFORD. 
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COUNTY OF MEATH. 







Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





QUEEN'S COUNTY. 




PEACE. 



PERSONS RETURNED 



CLERKS of the CROWN 



GRAND TOTAL, 
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COUNTY OF TIPPERARY (North Riding). 



PERSONS RETURNED 



CROWN 



GRAND TOTAL, 
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COUNTY OF TYRONE. 



TABLE showing the AGE and SEX of PERSONS RETURNED hr the CLERKS of the CROWN and PEACE. 






COUNTY OF WATERFORD. 
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COUNTY OF CITY OF WATERFORD. 

PERSONS RETURNED by the CLERKS of the CROWN and PEACE. 







COUNTY OF WEXFORD. 




CLERKS 



CROWN 






PERSONS RETURN! 






OFFENCES. 
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